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Citizens' Infrastructure
Oversight Commission
Wednesday, Jan. 13, 6:30 p.m.
Sarge Littlehale Community Room, 
22 Orinda Way

Public Meetings

A6 Wednesday, December 30, 2015www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

City Council
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m. 
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

Planning Commission
Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7 p.m.
Auditorium, Orinda Library, 
26 Orinda Way

School Board Meeting
Orinda Union School District 
Monday, Jan.11, 6 p.m.
OUSD Office, 8 Altarinda Road,
www.orindaschools.org
See also AUHSD meeting page A2

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Orinda:
www.cityoforinda.org
Phone (925) 253-4200
Chamber of Commerce:
www.orindachamber.org
The Orinda Association:
www.orindaassociation.org

Share your thoughts, insights and opinions with your community.  
Send a letter to the editor: letters@lamorindaweekly.com

Orinda Police
Department Incident
Summary Report
Dec. 6-12

Alarms 29
Noise Complaints 3
911 Calls (includes hang-ups) 2
Traffic Stops 37
Suspicious Circumstances 6
Suspicious Subjects 11
Suspicious Vehicles 10
Armed Robbery

10 block El Castillo
Civil Problem

100 block Stein Way
Neighbor Dispute

10 block Las Vegas
100 block Moraga Way

Harassment
100 block Canon Dr

ID Theft
40 block Candle Terrace

Uncontrollable Juvenile
80 block Via Floreado

Missing Adult
Starbucks

Panhandling
Brookwood/Moraga Way

Promiscuous Shooting
100 block Camino Pablo (2)
Manzanita/Acacia Drives
900 block Mountain View Dr

Public Nuisance
Southwood Ct/Southwood
Whitehall/Ardith Drives
Safeway
Barbara/Oak Roads

Reckless Driving
Moraga Way/Hall Dr
Moraga Way/Overhill Rd

Violation Restraining Order
40 block Overhill Rd

Theft, Petty
300 block Tahos Rd
Rite Aid
20 block Hillcrest Dr
400 block Tahos Rd

Vandalism
100 block Ivy Dr

New Mayor Has High Hopes for Progress on Roads
and Downtown during her 2016 Term
By Victor Ryerson

This is not the first time at the
rodeo, as the saying goes,

for Victoria Smith, Orinda’s new
mayor.  An 11-year veteran of the
City Council, she served as
mayor in 2008 and 2012 and has
realistic expectations about what
a mayor can and cannot accom-
plish. This time, she hopes to pre-
side over the resolution of
Orinda’s ongoing road rebuilding
problem and start a serious dia-
logue about rejuvenating the
downtown during her year in of-
fice.

     
The job is “more about

process than substantive change,”

she observed in a recent inter-
view.  The mayor does not have
any greater power than the other
council members, she explained,
but in concert with other council
members, the city manager, and
the city staff, the mayor sets the
agenda for meetings.  The selec-
tion of agenda items depends
upon the level of community in-
terest in particular matters, and
therefore guides the direction of
the dialogue.

     
One important job of the

mayor is conducting a monthly li-
aison meeting with representa-
tives of various community

organizations, such as the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Rotary, and
Orinda Association to discuss
their particular concerns.  This
provides her with the opportunity
to express what she is interested
in.  As she sees it, the mayor is the
“spokesperson for the City Coun-
cil.”  But she emphasizes that the
council is a policy making body,
and the management of the city is
left to the city manager and staff.

     
As for the substantive issues

she hopes to advance during her
term, her highest priority is
clearly Orinda’s roads, the major
theme of her recent election cam-
paign. She gives the impression
that she will not rest until the last
of the job is done in accordance
with the desires of the community
and, by extension, the council. At
present, that means repairing all
roads to a standard equating to
“good,” and making provision for
keeping them that way, a policy
selected from several options by
the council. (See accompanying
story on page A7.)    

     
The other big ticket item she

hopes to move during her watch
is starting the conversation about
what Orinda should do – if any-
thing – about its downtown.  With
a new planning director coming
on board early in 2016, she is
hopeful that this will happen
soon.  She admits to having no vi-
sion of her own for the down-
town, but stresses that whatever
change takes place “needs to be
an orderly process.”  It also needs
to be economically feasible, she
adds, which suggests that dream-
ers who are not realistic will have
to tread with caution to get her at-
tention. Finally, she feels that pro-

ponents on all sides will have to
be willing to “meet in the mid-
dle.”  The process, she recog-
nizes, will require a “long period
of input,” extending well beyond
her current term as mayor.

     
Transportation issues are in-

tertwined with parking and devel-
opment, in Smith’s view.  For
example, she believes that having
BART in Orinda is both a benefit
and a burden, enhancing resi-
dents’ transportation options
while creating a concomitant
overflow parking problem as it
becomes more popular.  By the
same token, she says that if resi-
dents want to see more restau-
rants or retail stores downtown,
Orinda will need to accommodate
people coming from elsewhere,
because residents cannot support
new businesses entirely on their
own.

     
There are a couple of pieces

of unfinished business Smith
would like to conclude on her
watch.  One is establishing the
rules governing smoking in pub-
lic places.  The other is that of the
commercial use of plastic bags,
which many neighboring commu-
nities now regulate.

     
Smith appears to be optimistic

about Orinda’s future, even if it
evolves slowly.  With a long his-
tory of service to the community,
both as a council member and be-
fore, she has the realistic outlook
of a veteran that dramatic changes
will not occur overnight.  On the
other hand, she also has historical
perspective, and has witnessed
how steady increments of
progress alter the face of the city
over time. 
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 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
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 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com
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Are You Ready For

El Niño?

(925) 377-6600
www.LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Head Frog Mo Williams

*1 coupon per service Exp 1/15/16

CA Lic
929641

LeapFrog Plumbing

You're the best! We thank you
for the privilege of hoppin' to it
for you this year! We wish you
true peace, love and joy.  
May you have a safe and 
Plumb Hoppy Holiday
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

To all our Lamorinda customers:

Plumb Hoppy Gift
Certificates available

We Hop To It!
Family-owned and serving

Lamorinda since 1993

The one-call plumber
Gas, Water & Sewer
• Emergency service
• Repairs & installation
• Video sewer inspection
• Copper re-piping
• Preventive checkups
• Water heater specialist
Tank, Tankless, Hybrid

LeapFrog Loot
$150 off  

tankless/hybrid
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$89 off  

Any tank-type 
water heater installation*

LeapFrog Loot
$49 off  

Any new faucet or 
fixture installation*
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Peter & Darlene
Hattersley

925.360.9588 925.708.9515 www.TheHattersleys.com

Happy New Year!
Thinking ahead to 2016? 

Call us to chat about your Real Estate plans and questions.

Average Selling Price per Square Foot for properties that sold during the month




